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Do you spend as much time looking for your keys or your phone as I do? I’ve been able to solve this problem using a Bluetooth tracker known as a Tile and an app on my smartphone. The Tile is a small device about 1-inch square and ¼ inch thick. Here’s how it works. I attached a Tile to my key ring. The app in my phone can see the keys and keeps track of their location. When I can’t find my keys, I can make the Tile ring from my phone if it is within 100 feet. If I have my keys and have misplaced my phone, I can make my phone ring from the tile on my keys even when it is on silent. I use the ringing feature a lot.

If my phone gets out of range of the tracker, the app records the physical location that the keys were last seen. Later, when I’m looking for my keys, the app can give me the address and mark on a map where I left them.

I have a Tile tracker attached to my USB drive that I am constantly leaving in someone’s house or the lab after I repair a computer. When I discover that I’ve misplaced my USB drive, the app can tell me where I left it.

I was traveling in Western Scotland last year. We were on one of those tours where we made several stops that day. I left my pack, which had a tracking Tile, at the restaurant where we ate lunch, but I didn’t realize that until later that afternoon when we were many miles away. The app told me the exact address where I had left it. I was able to call the restaurant and they were nice enough to mail the pack to a place where I could pick it up a few days later.

I keep a tracking Tile in my luggage when I travel. Using the app, I can tell when my luggage is approaching baggage claim.

Another incredible feature of these Tiles is that if the item has been stolen or isn’t where you last saw it, you can select “Notify When Found” in the app. When any other Tile user passes close to your missing item, you’ll automatically be notified of its location. This feature works 100% anonymously and automatically to protect your privacy. I was traveling from Montreal to Milwaukee and my luggage didn’t make it. I reported it lost to the airline and selected “Notify When Found” in the app. After a few frustrating days, when the airline finally shipped my luggage to Milwaukee, someone passed by it that had the app and I was notified the luggage was in Milwaukee before the airline could even notify me. There are 10 million Tiles in use, so it is no wonder that someone passed by my luggage.

Can you tell I’m sold on these things? The cost is 4 Tiles for $70. The website is www.thetileapp.com. Also, they are an excellent gift.

